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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 
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1-8 


, as originally filed 


pages 




, filed with the demand 


pages 




, filed with the letter of 


the claims: 






pages 


2-3, 5-10 


» as originally filed 


pages 




, as amended (togedier with any statement imder Article 19 


pages 




, filed with the demand 


pages 1 




. filed with the letter of ^6 March 2004 (26.03.2004) 


1^ the drawings: 






pages 


1-3 


, as originally filed 


P^g^ . filed with the demand 


pages 




. filed with the letter of 


1 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 






pages 




- aR fkrimnnllv filpH 




pages 




, filed with the letter of 



3. 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in which 
the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this itenL 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in die following language which is- 

□ the language of a translation fiamished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
Q the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 

the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational 
preluninaiy exanunation was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form, 
d filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
[d fiimished subsequentiy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been fiimished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fiimished. 

1^ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. , 4_ 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig . 



5 n ™^ report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— * beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been fiimished to the receiving Office ui response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
rSf^'*' ^ "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70,17). 

**Any replacement sheet contaifUng such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial appllGabiilty: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 






Novelty (N) Claims 1-3 


, 5-10 YES 




Claims 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) Claims 


YES 




Claims 1-3 


/ 5-10 NO 




Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1 " 3 


' 5-10 YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






Document 1: JP 10-268145 A (Sumitomo Electric Ind. 




LtdJ, 09 October 1998 






Document 2: JP 2002-156548 A (Kyocera Corp.), 31 May 




2002 






Document 3: JP 2002-40293 A (Kyocera Corp.), 06 February 




2002 






Document 4: EP 760488 Al (NGK Insulators, Ltd.), 05 




March 1997 






Document 5: JP 9-243863 A (Sumitomo Electric Ind. Ltd.), 




19 September 1997 






The invention that is set forth in 


claims 1-5 does 




not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 




and 3 cited in the international search report and newly 




cited documents 4 and 5. 






It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 




configure so that the positioning accuracy of the holes 




for inserting optical fibers that are disclosed in 




document 1 is O.OSvim, as indicated in document 3 




(paragraph [0027] ) , and so that the parallelism between 




the holes for inserting optical fibers that are disclosed 




in document 1 is 0.01'' or less, as indicated in document 4 




(page 5, lines 39-41) . 






In addition, it would be easy for < 


a person skilled 
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in the art to configure so that the member which comprises 
a plurality of insertion holes for inserting optical 
fibers is formed out of quartz glass, as disclosed in 
document 5 (claim 2) . 

The invention that is set forth in claims 6-10 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1- 
3 cited in the international search report and newly cited 
documents 4 and 5. 

When forming the holes for inserting optical fibers 
that are disclosed in document 1 by means of laser 
irradiation, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
art to intermittently irradiate with the laser beam, or, 
in other words, to irradiate in pulses, as disclosed in 
document 2 (paragraph [0036] ) or document 3 (paragraph 
[0033] ) . In addition, it would be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to configure so that the inlets of the 
insertion holes for inserting optical fibers have a 
tapered form, as disclosed in document 2 (fig. 1) , or so 
that the inner walls of the holes that are formed by means 
of laser processing are subjected to an etching process, 
as disclosed in document 2 (claim 5, paragraph [0015]) or 
document 3 (claim 8, paragraphs [0029] and [0039]). 

In addition, it would be easy for a person skilled 
in the art to configure so that the member which comprises 
a plurality of insertion holes for inserting optical 
fibers is formed out of quartz glass, as disclosed in 
document 5 (claim 2) . 
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